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President’s Message 

Peter J. Haas 
 
As I begin my term as I-Sim President, I am impressed, as always, with the 
energy, creativity, dedication, and enthusiasm of the I-Sim membership in 
promoting and advancing simulation modeling, analysis, and applications 
worldwide. I’m pleased to report both about I-Sim’s recent and ongoing 
impact, and about some exciting events in our future. 
 
Last March, I-Sim co-sponsored the 5th Operational Research Society 
Simulation Workshop in Worchestershire, England, comprising over thirty 
talks, in addition to keynotes, panels, and a poster session. This past June, 
I-Sim sponsored a half dozen sessions at the ALIO-INFORMS Joint 
International Meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, with topics ranging from 
methodology to software to applications in manufacturing, healthcare, and 
energy. It was very rewarding to make the acquaintance of numerous 
colleagues in Latin America who share an interest in simulation. Special 
thanks are due to the session organizers: Yris Olaya Morales, Deniz Ozdemir, 
Rodolfo Medina Ramirez, Thomas J. Schriber, Luciano Matias Smith, and 
Roberto Szechtman.  
 
This past summer also saw the election of new society officers and council 
members. Congratulations to Bahar Biller, Vice President and President-Elect; 
Seong-Hee Kim, Secretary; and John Fowler, Treasurer. Our new Council 
members are Oliver Rose and Paul Sanchez. There have also been some 
changes to our various committees. Theresa Roeder is our new Newsletter 
Editor and Enlu Zhou our new Associate Editor. Loo Hay Lee volunteered to 
continue as chair of the membership committee; Melouk Sharif will also 
continue to serve, and Raghu Pasupathy has joined this committee. Roberto Lu 
has transitioned from the Membership Committee to chair the 
Communications Committee; Jim Wilson, the former chair, will continue to 
serve on the committee―thanks to Jim for his continuing support. Demet 
Batur has joined the Committee on Underrepresented Minorities and Women, 
and Hong Wan is now CUMW chair. Margaret Loper is now chair of the PhD 
Committee. We have decided to transfer the duties of the Awards committee to 
the Communications Committee and the Newsletter team. Heartfelt thanks for 
their hard work and commitment go to departing Council members Stewart 
Robinson and Natalie Steiger, departing Editor Raghu Pasupathy and 
Associate Editor Roy Creasey, and departing Awards Committee members Jeff 
Smith and Jeff Hong. I especially wish to thank former President Mike Kuhl 
for his energetic and effective leadership over the past two years. 

mailto:john.fowler@asu.edu
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Looking ahead, I-Sim will have a strong presence this coming November at 
the INFORMS Annual meeting in Austin, Texas, sponsoring fourteen 
sessions. I hope to see many of you at the conference and business meeting, 
as well as at the Winter Simulation Conference in December. This summer, 
I-Sim will continue what has now become a tradition by organizing the 
third biennial INFORMS Simulation Society Workshop, which will take 
place in Montreal; details are given elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Our community continues to be highly visible in other ways as well. Two 
simulation community members have recently become Program Directors 
in the Engineering Directorate at the National Science Foundation (NSF). 
Russell Barton is the new program director for Manufacturing Enterprise 
Systems as well as Service Enterprise Systems, and Michael Fu is program 
director for Operations Research. These Program Director positions 
typically last from two to three years. 
 
I am looking forward to working with the Communications Committee to 
explore ways in which we can enrich the content of both the newsletter and 
our website. Some suggestions that I have heard so far include adding book 
reviews, activity reports from various research and practitioner groups, 
interviews with “titans of simulation,” and a job posting section. If you are 
willing to help implement any of these ideas or have creative ideas of your 
own, about communications or any other topic pertinent to I-Sim, please 
feel free to contact me or the other I-Sim officers. 
 
These are exciting times! With the growing awareness about “predictive 
analytics” in the business world and increasing visibility of simulation 
techniques in areas ranging from healthcare to smart grids to green cities, 
there has never been a better time to be a member of I-Sim. 
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Please pass along printouts of the newsletter to friends and colleagues, or let them 
know about the INFORMS Simulation Society World Wide Web page.  You’ll get more 

than just a newsletter.  Its URL is 
 

http://www.informs-sim.org/ 
 

This web page is designed to be a general source of information and WWW links for the simulation community, with a particular 
focus on society interests and activities.  There are often additional special items, such as the Winter Simulation Conference and 
upcoming INFORMS conferences. 

INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter is published in the Spring and Fall of each year by the INFORMS Simulation Society.
Membership in the Simulation Society is independent of membership in Institute for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences.  The annual membership fee for non-INFORMS members is $20.00; INFORMS members may join for $10.00.  The fee for 
students and retired members who are also members of INFORMS is $5.00. 

 
 

To join, call 1-800-4-INFORM (1-800-446-3676) (from the USA) or  (+1) 443-757-3500 (from outside the USA). Or point your web browser to 
http://www.informs-sim.org/join.html. Or contact the secretary, whose email address information appears on the front cover. Please pass along this 
announcement to others who might be interested in joining. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter, 7240
Parkway Drive, Suite 310, Hanover, MD 21076. 

 
INFORMS Simulation Society Newsletter © 2010 The Institute for Operations Research and the Management Sciences.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.informs-sim.org/join.html
http://www.informs-sim.org/
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Editor’s Corner 
Theresa Roeder 
 
Greetings! It is a pleasure to bring you the Fall 2010 edition of the I-Sim newsletter. I would like to give my heartfelt 
thanks to our outgoing editor, Raghu Pasupathy. In addition to putting together and publishing the newsletter for years 
for the Society, he has made the handoff as easy as it could be. Thank you, Raghu! Please enjoy this newsletter. We 
look forward to seeing you in Austin and Baltimore! 

 
INFORMS Simulation Society Treasurer’s Report
John Fowler  
  

Unaudited Retained Earnings Statement For the 
Three Months Ending June 30, 2010 

 
R/E Beginning Balance $84,586.74
Net Revenue $15,328.75
Net Expense $824.00
R/E Ending Balance $99,091.49
Deferred Future Dues 
Revenue 

$100.00

Total Deferred Future Dues 
Revenue 

$100.00

Profit and Loss Summaries For the Six Months 
Ending June 30, 2010 
  
Dues Revenue  $5,330.00
Dues --- Contra Promo -$755.00
Sponsorships  $10,753.75
Total Revenue $15,328.75
Local Meeting Expense $724.00
Bank/Credit Card Fees $100.00
Total Expense $824.00

  
   

 
Society Sponsors Under-Represented Minorities and Women 
Hong Wan 
 
In order to cultivate the interest and encourage the 
participation of underrepresented minorities and 
women in the field of simulation, the INFORMS 
Simulation Society is proud to award sponsorships to 
assist graduate students from these population groups 
in the costs of attending the 2010 Winter Simulation 
Conference (WSC). Each award will consist of an 
honorarium of about $500.00, which can be applied 
towards the student registration fee for WSC.  

Prospective candidates should provide a letter of 
interest and a letter of recommendation explaining how 
the WSC can make a positive contribution to 
expanding their knowledge of simulation, and 
demonstrating the applicant's promise as a member of 
the simulation community. Please submit your 
application package electronically by November 15th 
to Hong Wan at hwan@purdue.edu.  
 

  

Secretary’s Corner 
Seong-Hee Kim 
 
As of 10/18/10, the Society had 593 active members and 
480 of those memberships expire at the end of the year.  
Please do not forget to renew your membership. You 
can renew your membership online at 
http://renew.informs.org. As member, you get discount 
on registration for conferences sponsored by the I-Sim 
Society, which includes Winter Simulation Conference.  

While you are at the web site, please take time to check 
your information and update it if there has been any 
change. If you are not a current member, we would love 
to have you. For more information on becoming a new 
member, please visit http://www.informs-
sim.org/join.html.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing you in Austin in 
November and Baltimore in December.  

mailto:hwan@purdue.edu
http://renew.informs.org
http://www.informs-sim.org/join.html
http://www.informs-sim.org/join.html
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INFORMS 2010 Fall Meeting 
Austin, Texas, November 7-10 
Bahar Biller (source: 
http://meetings2.informs.org/Austin2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The INFORMS Fall Meeting is coming up soon: it will 
be held in Austin, Texas, November 7-10, at the Austin  
 

Convention Center and Hilton Austin. The INFORMS 
Simulation Society will make a strong contribution to 
the program with 14 sponsored sessions comprised of 47 
papers. Many thanks to the session organizers: Bruce 
Ankenman, Jose Blanchet, Rainer Dronzek, Peter 
Frazier, Soumyadip Ghosh, Peter Haas, JianQiang Hu, 
Seong-Hee Kim, Loo Hay Lee, Charles Macal, Douglas 
Morrice, David Muñoz, Young-Jun Son, Xu Yang, and 
Enlu Zhou. We hope to see you at the I-Sim business 
meeting on Sunday evening. For more details, see 
http://meetings2.informs.org/Austin2010. 
 

 
2010 Winter Simulation Conference 
Baltimore, Maryland, December 5-8 
Bahar Biller (source: http://www.wintersim.org) 
 
The theme of WSC ’10 is “Integration & Collaboration.” 
The conference will be held at the Marriott Waterfront 
Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland, on December 5-8, 2010. 
WSC ’10 features a comprehensive program ranging 
from introductory tutorials and a hands-on introductory 
workshop to state-of-the-art research and practice. The 
conference includes student presentations, exhibits, 
training sessions by software vendors, business meetings 
for professional societies and software user groups, and  

 
a general reception. Dr. Simon Bradley will be this 
year’s keynote speaker, and the popular “Titans of 
Simulation” track will feature talks on modeling and 
spreadsheet simulation by Dr. Phil Heidelberger and 
Prof. Paul Kleindorfer. As in 2009, WSC will 
incorporate the MASM (Modeling and Analysis for 
Semiconductor Manufacturing) Conference, the leading 
modeling and analysis conference specific to global 
semiconductor manufacturing and supply chain 
operations. The early registration deadline is November 
12, 2010. For additional information about WSC ’10, 
visit http://www.wintersim.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INFORMS Healthcare 2011  
June 20-22, 2011, Montreal, Canada 
Bahar Biller (source: 
http://meetings2.informs.org/healthcare2011) 
 

 
 
 

 
The Simulation Society plans to sponsor sessions at the 
INFORMS Healthcare 2011 Meeting in Montreal, 
Canada, June 20-22, 2011. If you would like to organize 
a session for the conference or give a presentation in an 
I-Sim sponsored session, please contact Bahar Biller 
(billerb@andrew.cmu.edu) as soon as possible. The 
deadline for submitting abstracts is December 1, 2010. 
For details about the conference, please visit the 
conference website at 
http://meetings2.informs.org/healthcare2011.

 

http://www.wintersim.org/
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IFORS Conference 2011 on World OR: Global 
Economy and Sustainable Environment  
July 10-15, 2011, Melbourne, Australia 
Bahar Biller (source: http://www.ifors2011.org) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Simulation Society plans to sponsor sessions at the 
IFORS 2011 Conference in Melbourne, Australia, July 
10-15, 2011. If you would like to organize a session for 
the conference or give a presentation in an I-Sim 
sponsored session, please contact Bahar Biller 
(billerb@andrew.cmu.edu) as soon as possible. The 
deadline for submitting abstracts is January 31, 2011. 
For details about the conference, please visit the 
conference website at http://www.ifors2011.org. 
 

 
INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop 
 
Simulation in Complex Service Systems, July 18-20, 
2011 
Université de Montréal, Canada 
                                                       

 
 
 
The INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop 
is a forum for researchers to exchange ideas and results, 
and to discuss new developments in the simulation of 
stochastic process and discrete-event systems involved 
in operations research and management contexts. The 
goal of the workshop is to bring together leading 
researchers, working either in simulation methodology 
or on applications, in order to reflect on the theme, 
Simulation in Complex Service Systems, and identify  
 

 
both important issues that need attention and promising 
paths to solutions. The workshop will consist of a small 
number of invited talks followed by discussion, along 
with contributed poster sessions and working groups. 
There will be a special issue of ACM TOMACS 
dedicated to full versions of selected papers presented at 
the Workshop, with submission deadline around the end 
of 2011. The tentative deadline for workshop 
submissions is March 1, 2011. 
 
The 2011 workshop is the third in a series. The first two 
workshops took place at INSEAD, Fontainebleau, 
France, July 5-7, 2007, and at the University of  
Warwick, Coventry, U.K., June 25-27, 2009. Details on 
these past workshops can be found at 
www.informs-sim.org/wscpapers.html. Details about the 
I-Sim Research Workshop can be found at 
www.iro.umontreal.ca/~lecuyer/informs-sim-
workshop11. 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
Conference Chair:  
Pierre L’Ecuyer (lecuyer@iro.umontreal.ca) 
Program Committee Co-Chairs:  
Peter J. Haas (peterh@almaden.ibm.com) 
Shane Henderson (sgh9@cornell.edu) 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ifors2011.org
http://www.informs-sim.org/wscpapers.html
http://www.iro.umontreal.ca/%7Elecuyer/informs-sim-workshop11
http://www.iro.umontreal.ca/%7Elecuyer/informs-sim-workshop11
mailto:lecuyer@iro.umontreal.ca
mailto:peterh@almaden.ibm.com
mailto:sgh9@cornell.edu
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Report on the Informs Journal on Computing 
Marvin Nakayama, Journal on Computing Simulation Area Editor 
 

In the one-year period ending October 11, 2010, the 
Simulation Area of the INFORMS Journal on 
Computing (JOC) has received 18 new submissions and 
9 revised manuscripts. During this one-year period, 2 
papers have been accepted and 9 rejected; there are 5 
submissions currently awaiting various stages of 
editorial feedback.  The average turnaround time over all 
rounds of submissions handled during this period is 82.5 
days. 
 
The Associate Editors in the JOC Simulation Area are 
Russell Barton, James M. Calvin, Raghu Pasupathy, and 
Bruno Tuffin.  I thank all of the AEs for doing a great 
job. 
 
The JOC Simulation Area covers all computational 

aspects of simulation. We seek high-quality research on 
the computational aspects of simulation model building, 
simulation data structures, simulation modeling and 
experiment environments, stochastic input modeling, 
random-variate generation, output analysis, 
optimization, variance-reduction methods for simulation 
experiments, and other aspects of simulation modeling, 
experimentation, and analysis. Tutorials and applications 
in the above areas that are comprehensive and integrate 
from multiple sources are also welcome. 
 
Complete instructions for preparing manuscripts are 
available at http://joc.pubs.informs.org. Submissions 
must be done electronically throughManuscript Central: 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijoc 

 

 

Report on the Simulation Area for Operations Research 
Shane G. Henderson, Operations Research Simulation Area Editor 
Activity in the Simulation Area of Operations Research (Feb 13, 2010 to Sept 14, 2010) 
 
For the period specified, there were 12 new 
submissions and 12 resubmissions. There were 10 
rejections, 11 revise-and-resubmit decisions and 6 
acceptances. Of the editorial decisions made in this 
period, 2 were late (between 4 and 6 months from date 
of submission) and none were very late. 
 
The Associate Editors continue to be Steve Chick, Peter 
Haas, Tito Homem-de-Mello, Jeff Hong and Seong-
Hee Kim. Many thanks to them for their tremendous 
efforts. 
 
The simulation area of Operations Research looks for 
significant work in simulation modeling, methodology 
and applications that advance the knowledge and 

practice of simulation. In addition to the traditional 
research areas, we welcome contributions that develop 
the interface of simulation with other methodological 
areas, e.g., optimization and applied probability, and 
with application areas, e.g., service industries like 
healthcare and financial engineering, manufacturing, 
and business dynamics. In general, papers should be of 
interest to a broad O.R. audience, and not just to the 
simulation community, although we certainly welcome 
papers that represent major theoretical progress. 
 
Please submit papers electronically via the Manuscript 
Central O.R. Web site  
(http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre). 

 

 

http://joc.pubs.informs.org/
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijoc
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/opre
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Report on ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
(TOMACS), Pierre L'Ecuyer, Editor-in-Chief, ACM TOMACS, October 18, 2010 
 
Summary of the editorial activities of the ACM 
Transactions on Modeling and Computer Simulation 
(TOMACS) for the one-year period October 19, 2009 -- 
October 18, 2010: 
# Papers submitted:  86 
# Papers accepted:  22 
# Papers rejected:  70 
# Papers withdrawn:  2 
 
The acceptance rate for the decisions made over this 
one-year period was 23.4%. Manuscript Central also 
reports that over this period, the average time from 
submission to the first editorial feedback was 33 days; 
and for all papers with a final decision made during that 
period, the average time from original submission to 
final decision was 36 days. The corresponding numbers 
for the year 2009 were 61 days and 66 days, 
respectively. As of October 18, 2010, there are 
currently 17 papers in review and 6 papers are being 
revised by the authors. 
 
Since I took over as Editor-in-Chief, that is for the 5.5-
month period May 1, 2010 -- October 18, 2010, we 

have received 43 new submissions, rejected 30 of them 
(18 were immediately rejected by me within a couple of 
days, and a few more were desk rejected by an area 
editor), and the other 13 manuscripts are at various 
stages of processing (with us or with the authors). 
 
The ACM Transactions on Modeling and Computer 
Simulation (TOMACS) provides a single archival 
source for the publication of high-quality research and 
developmental results in computer simulation. The 
subjects of emphasis are discrete event simulation, 
combined discrete and continuous simulation, as well 
as Monte Carlo methods. The use of simulation 
techniques is pervasive, extending to virtually all the 
sciences. TOMACS serves to enhance the 
understanding, improve the practice, and increase the 
utilization of computer simulation. Submissions should 
contribute to the realization of these objectives, and 
papers treating applications should stress their 
contributions vis-a-vis these objectives. 
 
For more information, visit 
http://www.linklings.net/tomacs/.

 
 

Report on the IIE Transactions 
Enver Yücesan and Chun-Hung Chen, Simulation Department Editors 
Activity in the Simulation Area of IIET (Oct 1, 2009 to Sept 20, 2010)  
 

The Associate Editors in the IIET Simulation Area are 
Wai Kin Victor Chan. Alan Johnson, Loo Hay Lee, 
Huseyin Topaloglu, and Roberto Szechtman. We thank 
all of the AEs for doing a great job. 
 
For the period specified, there were 11 new submissions 
and 5 resubmissions. There were 5 rejections, 5 revise-
and-resubmit decisions, and 3 acceptances.  
 
The goals of the IIET Simulation Department are (i) to 
seek out and disseminate state-of-the-art simulation 
research, and (ii) to illustrate how practice has both 
benefited from and motivated research. Submission of 
papers on all aspects of simulation from which industrial 
engineers might benefit are encouraged, including (but 

not limited to) analysis and modeling methodology, 
software, and surveys.  Specific topics of interest in 
analysis methodology include random number and 
variate generation, input and output analysis, variance 
reduction, ranking and selection, and optimization.  
Modeling issues include verification and validation 
techniques, parallelization methods, and object-oriented 
programming, among others.  Software-related papers 
might discuss new developments in the technology, 
comparisons between products, or interesting special-
purpose programs.  We strongly encourage submission 
of papers with innovative methodological advances. 
Submissions can be made at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/tandf/iietransactions.  

 

http://www.linklings.net/tomacs/
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Report on the Simulation Archive 
Robert G. Sargent 

The simulation archive was established in the fall of 
1998 at NC State Libraries. Its website is 
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/specialcollections/simulation/ 
or www.tinyurl.com/simulation-archive .  The members 
of the Simulation Archive Advisory Committee are Dick 
Nance, Jim Wilson, and Bob Sargent, Chair.  
The committee is pleased to report that two significant 
donations have been made to the Simulation Archive 
Endowment.  The INFORMS Simulation Society voted 
at their meeting at WSC’09 to donate $5000 to the 
Endowment and this donation has been made. In March 
2010 a donation of $5000 was made to the Endowment 
by the American Statistical Association (ASA) through 
the efforts of Susan Sanchez. Thanks Susan!!!  Part of 

the agreement for the ASA endowment contribution is 
that NC State Libraries are to digitize the earlier WSC 
Proceedings that are not digitized and put them on the 
website. This will result in all of the WSC Proceedings 
being available on line and this is important for the 
simulation community. This digitizing is now in process. 
(Also thanks to Jim Wilson who assisted in the ASA 
donation and the agreement to have the remaining WSC 
Proceedings digitized.) 
The committee would like to have individuals donate to 
the Simulation Archive Endowment. Donations are tax 
deductible. To make a contribution, contact Greg 
Raschke of the NC State Libraries at 
greg_raschke@ncsu.edu.   

   

Event Calendar 
Enlu Zhou 
 
INFORMS Annual Meeting 2010, Austin, Texas 
November 7 – 10, 2010, WWW: http://meetings.informs.org/. 
 
IASTED Asian Conference on Modelling, Simulation and 
Identification, Phuket, Thiland, Nov. 24 – 16, 2010, WWW: 
http://www.iasted.com/conferences/. 
 
Winter Simulation Conference 2010, Baltimore, MD,  
Dec. 5 – 10, 2010, WWW: http://www.wintersim.org. 
 
2010 IEEE International Conference on Data Mining (ICDM’10), 
Sydney, Australia, December 14 – 17, 2010, WWW: 
http://datamining.it.uts.edu.au/icdm10/.  
 
PowerPlantSim’11 Conference, Tampa, FL, Feb. 14 – 18, 
2011, WWW: http://www.scs.org/powerplant/2011. 
 
Annual IEEE Systems Conference, Montreal, Canada, April 4 – 7, 
2011, WWW: 
http://ieeesystemscouncil.org/index.php?option=com_content&vi
ew=article&id=36&Itemid=52. 
 
Spring Simulation Multi-Conference 2011, Boston, MA,  
April 3 – 7, 2011, WWW: http://www.scs.org/springsim/2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7240 Parkway Drive 
Suite 310 

Hanover, MD 21076 

 
2011 Spring Simulation Interoperability Workshop, Boston, MA, 
April 4 – 8, 2011, WWW: 
http://www.sisostds.org/Workshops/2011SpringSIW.aspx. 
 
INFORMS Conference on Business Analytics and Operations 
Research, Chicago, IL, April 10 – 12, 2011, WWW: 
http://meetings2.informs.org/Conf/Practice2011/. 
IIE Annual Conference and Exposition 2011, Reno, Nevada, 
May 21 – 25, 2011. WWW: http://www.iienet2.org/annual2/. 
 
INFORMS Healthcare 2011, Montreal, Canada, June 20-22, 2011, 
WWW: http://meetings2.informs.org/healthcare2011. 
 
2011 Summer Simulation Multi-Conference, The Hague, 
Netherlands, June 27 - 30, 2011, WWW: 
http://www.scs.org/summersim/2011. 
 
IFORS Triennial Conference, Melbourne, Australia, July 10 – 15, 
2011, WWW: http://www.ifors2011.org/. 
 
INFORMS Simulation Society Research Workshop, Université de 
Montréal, Canada, July 18-20, 2011, WWW: www.informs-
sim.org. 
 
International Conference on Industrial Engineering and Systems 
Management, Paris, France, July 27 – 29, 2011, WWW: 
http://www.waset.org/conferences/2011/paris/iciesm/. 
 
2011 IEEE Multi-Conference on Systems and Control (MSC), 
Denver, Sep. 28 – 30, 2011, WWW: http://www.msc2011.org/. 
 
INFORMS Annual Meeting 2011, Charlotte, NC,  
November 13 – 18, 2011, WWW: 
http://meetings2.informs.org/Conf/charlotte2011

 

http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/specialcollections/simulation/
http://www.tinyurl.com/simulation-archive
mailto:greg_raschke@ncsu.edu
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